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compliments were scarcely over, when the old man's eye appeared
to settle on the bride, who had entered the apartment later; he
seemed as if transported, and it was observed that he was strug-
gling to conceal a tear. The bridegroom rejoiced in his joy, and
happening sometime after to be standing with him by a side at
the window, he took his hand, and asked him : "Now, what think
you of my lovely Julia ? Is she not an angel ?"

" 0 my friend !" replied the old man, with emotion, " such
grace and beauty I have never seen; or rather, I should say (for
that expression was not just), she is so fair, so ravishing, so
heavenly, that I feel as if I had long known her; as if she were
to me, utter stranger though she is, the most familiar form of my
imagination, some shape which had always been an inmate of my
heart."

"I understand you," said the young man: "yes, the truly
beautiful, the great and sublime, when it overpowers us with as-
tonishment and admiration, still does not surprise us as a thing
foreign, never heard of, never seen; but, on the other hand, our
own inmost nature in such moments becomes clear to us, our
deepest remembrances are awakened, our dearest feelings made
alive."

The stranger, during supper, mixed but little in the conver-
sation ; his looks were fixed on the bride, so earnestly and con-
stantly, that she at last became embarrassed and alarmed. The
captain told of a campaign which he had served in; the rich
merchant of his speculations and the bad times; the country
gentleman of the improvements which he meant to make in his
estate.

Supper being done, the bridegroom took his leave, returning
for the last time to his lonely chamber; for in future it was set-
tled that the married pair were to live in the mother's house,
their chambers were already furnished. The company dispersed,
and Leopold conducted the stranger to his room. "You will ex-
cuse us," said he, as they went along, "for having been obliged
to lodge you rather far away, and not so comfortably as our mother
wished; but you see, yourself, how numerous our family is, and
more relations are to come tomorrow. For one thing, you will
not run away from us; there is no finding of your course through
this enormous house."

They went through several passages, and Leopold at last took
leave, and bade his guest good-night. The servant placed two